Qualitative vs. Quantitative Methods

Qualitative Methods

Quantitative Methods

Objectives/
Purpose

Understand process, underlying
reasons and motivations

Describe incidence and
prevalence, generalize for a
population, predict future results

Sources of Data

“flexible” methods
Interviews, focus groups,
observations, documents

“fixed” methods
Surveys, counts, student records

Focus Depth Breadth
On meanings and details of On generalizable experiences that
experiences represent a population
What you Report | Themes, quotes Numbers, charts, graphs, trends
(longitudinal data)
Characteristics Open-ended questions Close-ended questions,
Measurement of specific variables
Drawbacks Fewer participants Large number of respondents

(resource intensive per participant)

(with fewer resources, sometimes)

Qualitative

Open-Ended Survey

Questions

Quantitative l

Measurements

l

A

Naturalistic

Observation

1

Semi-Structured
Interviews

6

Close-Ended Survey
Questions

Pojar, A., Kanny, A. & Cao, 1. (May 2017). Assessment and Evaluation for Practitioners. NAFSA Pre-Conference Workshop, Los Angeles, CA.
Copyright O by Pojar, Kanny, & Cao










YOUR Program, Service, or Learning OUTCOME of Interest:

Associated CONCEPTSs (if applicable):

Concrete INDICATORS DRAFT SURVEY QUESTIONS

12
Pojar, A.. Kanny. A. & Cao. I. (May 2017). Assessient and Evaluation for Practitioners, NAFSA Pre-Conference Workshop, Los Angeles. CA.
Copyright by Pojar, Kanny. & Cao



YOUR Program, Service, or Learning OUTCOME of Interest:

Associated CONCEPTs (if applicable):

Concrete INDICATORS DRAFT SURVEY QUESTIONS

14

Pojar. A Kanny. A, & Cao. L (May 2017). Assessnent and Evaluation for Practitioners. NAFSA Pre-Conference Workshop. Los Angeles, CAL
Copyright by Pojar. Kanny. & Cao






